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An empty apartment, locked from the inside: this is the mystery that literature-loving police
inspector Dejan Lukić, hero of Zoran Živković's The Last Book, is called in to solve. What
has become of the woman who lives there, bestselling detective fiction writer Jelena
Jakovljević? And, perhaps more importantly still, what has happened to the manuscript of
her newly-completed novel, Find Me? As Inspector Lukić becomes ever more entangled in
the growing mystery, a highly-strung literary agent, a blind painter, a virtuoso lock-picker
and various cutthroat publishers all have their part to play in an elaborate game of
misdirection and pursuit. Not to mention the dark powers of the National Security Agency
and a secret cult seeking the key to immortality. Once again, Inspector Lukić stands at the
heart of a literary conundrum only he can solve and through which he stands to gain—or
lose—everything.
Part 2 of The Papyrus Trilogy.
It begins with him being called to a writer's apartment by her desperate literary agent, who fears the worst. At the
writer's apartment they find the door locked—from the inside—but no one answering. Lukić inexplicably finds no
trace of the author—a classic locked-door mystery. … Appearances—and their absence (such the pseudonymous
missing author)—are nicely constantly deceiving here, making for an enjoyable enough read.
—Michael Orthofer, The Complete Review
Once again Živković's bookish world is fantastic. But then books can endow their characters with immortality, so
maybe it's not as fantastic as all that. Like the first book in the trilogy, this book can stand on its own, but it is
inextricably connected to the first, and some of the philosophical fun will only be apparent to those who've read
both.
—David Cozy, Only A Blockhead
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Steps through the Mist (2003)
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The Bridge (2006)
Miss Tamara, The Reader (2006)
Amarcord (2007)
The Last Book (2007)
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The Grand Manuscript (2012)
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Andréia Azevedo Soares

was born in Belgrade, Serbia, on October 5, 1948. He is a full professor at the Faculty of
Philology, the University of Belgrade, teaching creative writing, and the award-winning author
of the 22 books of fiction:

Though it is too soon to crown Zoran Živković the new
Borges, Seven Touches of Music makes him a leading
candidate.—The New York Times Book Review

Živković is one of the most translated contemporary Serbian writers. By the end of 2015 there
were 80 foreign editions of his books of fiction, published in 23 countries, in 20 languages.
Literary awards include the 1994 Miloš Crnjanski award for The Fourth Circle, the 2003 World
Fantasy Award (Best Novella) for The Library, and the 2007 Isidora Sekulić award for The
Bridge. In 2007, Živković received the
…unexpected beauty and surprise. […] Zivkovic is seeking to
Stefan Mitrov Ljubiša award for his
communicate something about the nature of life and death, of
life achievement in literature, and in
existence and non-existence, which bends perception into new
2014 and 2015 received three awards
and challenging shapes.—Strange Horizons
for his contribution to the literature
of fantastika: Art-Anima, Stanislav Lem
and The Golden Dragon.
The prestigious US literary magazine World Literature Today brought a special section on
Živković's writing in the November/December 2011 issue, and two of his stories were produced
as radio broadcasts by the BBC: “The Train” (2005) and “Alarm Clock on the Night Table”
(2007).
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Cadmus Press: Stories of Europe
Cadmus Press is a newly established publishing company created to fill the growing
demand for excellent English translations of outstanding literature from the regions
collectively known as Eastern and Southeastern Europe. These regions encompass the
broad geographical areas ranging from Western Europe to Russia, and include the many
small nations along the Adriatic, Baltic, Black, and Mediterranean Seas.
This part of the world has been a cultural nexus since ancient times, fostering a rich and
diverse cultural and literary heritage that is still poorly represented in translation. We
hope to introduce some of the region's exemplary works into English, the lingua franca
of our times, to share with readers worldwide the particular voices borne of a geography
that served as a cultural crossroads for millennia and then was silenced to the world
behind an Iron Curtain for two generations. With 25 years of post-Socialism gone by,
the writers represented by Cadmus Press offer literature that attests to the long melding
of histories, cultures, and political systems. The stories are not only a product of their
unique space and time, and the particular struggles and sensibilities that arose as a
result, but bear witness, as does all great literature, as enduring narratives of humanity.
Cadmus Press is named after the first Greek hero, and slayer of dragons, Cadmus, who
was the brother of Europa. He was sent by his parents to find his sister after she was
kidnapped by Zeus. He wandered for years, with many adventures and travails, but was
never successful in finding her. Cadmus stands for the perpetual quest for identity and
meaning that are particularly salient to this region of the world.
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